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Introduction

Andrew Butt
Community Planning and Development Program
La Trobe University, Bendigo

The annual meeting of the Australia and New Zealand Association of Planning Schools has
traditionally rotated between the planning programs at universities in both countries. Most
recently, ANZAPS had the privilege of hosting the World Planning Schools Congress in 2011,
which, while interrupting the usual ANZAPS schedule, offered a chance to meet with planning
educators from around the world, to share ideas and offer antipodean perspectives. Thanks
must go to Paul Maginn at UWA for taking the lead (and for so much hard work) on a
successful world congress.

This year ANZAPS reverts to a more humble yet familiar format. For the first time ANZAPS
will be held in a small regional Australian city. This year’s program has been organised by
the Community Planning and Development Program at La Trobe University, Bendigo, a
program that has offered planning related degrees since 2001, although most evidently since
2007 with the introduction of undergraduate and coursework postgraduate programs that
have sought to offer a focus on planning as it relates to rural and regional Australia, while
maintaining the skills and interests of students in metropolitan issues.

This year’s program offers over 30 papers, most peer-reviewed. Included are a number of
themes that are of a central interest to this school; the nature and practice issues associated
with experiential learning and the role and approach of planning education of and for
indigenous issues are two key examples. A broader set of themes of contemporary interest in
planning education (and higher education generally) is also included. These relate to issues
such as the role and dilemmas of studio teaching, pressures for large class sizes, and student
engagement. We also have a healthy number of papers dealing with planning research and
practice issues, many reflecting on the educational scope of this research.

Many of the issues discussed point to a changing higher educational environment, one where
the traditions of planning education as an experiential and practice-focussed discipline offer
lessons for other disciplines, but also present resourcing challenges to our respective
institutions. Conferences such as this offer a chance to reflect on our shared notions of a
good planning education, and maintaining this despite these pressures.

This conference will also, once again, discuss the future form, intent and structure of this
association. For close to two decades ANZAPS has maintained an informal trans-Tasman
character and an opportunity for discussion, debate and shared learning within our discipline.
A future challenge will be to sustain this informality while at the same time ensuring an
enduring structure and a productive engagement with critical planning issues in New Zealand,
Australia and also globally.
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